
Democracy > Autocracy
A Case Study: Xi Jinping and China



George Bailey, You Really Had a 
Wonderful Life, er, century and  half



The World Really Did Get Better



Why?



Asia Has Joined the Party the Last 50 Years



Freedom



Start Defending Democracy and a 
Liberal World Order

China must lay “the foundation for a future where we will win the 

initiative and have the dominant position.”—Xi Jinping



Start Defending Democracy and a Liberal 
World Order

• Not much!



“…a period of major change never seen in a century.“
--Xi Jinping 

Four Interrelated, Contradictory Forces



It’s Coming From Inside the House
Allowing the Outside to be a Threat Too



Russia Invasion Waking The World Up

China must lay “the foundation for a future where we will win the 

initiative and have the dominant position.”—Xi Jinping



China’s View of the World
“Changes Not Seen in a Century”

China must lay “the foundation for a future where we will win the 

initiative and have the dominant position.”—Xi Jinping



China and Taiwan

“The historical task of the complete reunification of the 
motherland must be fulfilled, and will definitely be 
fulfilled”—Xi Jinping



What Does a China World Look Like?

China must lay “the foundation for a future where we will win the 

initiative and have the dominant position.”—Xi Jinping

Crackdown on 
Hong Kong

Invasion of 
Taiwan

Crimes Against 
Humanity In Xinjiang



Human Rights

Crackdown on 
Hong Kong



It’s the Economy, Stupid

Crackdown on 
Hong Kong



Real Estate Crisis

Crackdown on 
Hong Kong



Real Estate and Local Governments

Crackdown on 
Hong Kong



Debt Bombs

Crackdown on 
Hong Kong



Population Bomb"By '25 there'll be 
>300M over age 
60, or 20% of 
#China...Chinese 
women 
increasingly 
unwilling to have 
children...Marriag
e has also fallen 
out of favour, 
with # of 1st-time 
marriages falling 
from 23.8M in '13 
to 12.2M in '20"

Fertility Rate down to 1.3!

https://twitter.com/hashtag/China?src=hashtag_click


Zero Covid Has Changed Everything

Crackdown on 
Hong Kong



A Competition of Competence



Strategic Industry Priority Industries
14th Five Year Plan Investment 
Priorities

Artificial intelligence

Biotechnology

Blockchain

Neuroscience

Quantum Computing

Robotics

Made in China 2025 Priority 
Industries

Information Technology

Robotics

Green Energy and Green Vehicles

Aerospace Equipment

Ocean Engineering

Railway Equipment

Power Equipment

New Materials

Medicine and Medical Devices

AI, IoT,

Agricultural Machinery



Semiconductors and the 
Competition of Competence



Batteries and the 
Competition of Competence



Diversification of Supply Chains



Diversification of Supply Chains



Diversification of Supply Chains



Diversification of Supply Chains



Diversification of Supply Chains



Diversification of Supply Chains



Will Vietnam Foretell our Future?



A New World?

?

or

?


